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Ramchandra said in a grave, clear voice "During your
Highness* absence from Maharashtra, we, so far as our
humble powers permitted, guarded and administered your
possessions. Now, with your leave, we return to you your
kingdom," The regent acknowledged the viceroy's speech
by praising the manner in which he had discharged tho
duties of his high office. He lauded the services of
Alole, Dabhade, Pawar and Patankar and distributed
to them and to others dresses of honour suited to their
rank and achievements. He then disclosed to the council
his plans. He meant to let the emperor wear out his
army besieging the Deccan fortresses, while he and his
lieutenants invaded with large bodies of horse the Moghul
territories further than they had been invaded for many
years, Thus while the emperor was trying to destroy his
bases, the Marathas would retaliate by destroying his.
"The enemy's power is weakened", concluded Rajaram,
"our troops no longer fear to meet the emperor's. Our
task is reaching its close. By the blessing and merit of
my father, the divine Shivaji, fortune will crown our
efforts with victory." He then raised Timaji Hanmante,
son of Janardanpant Hanmante, to the office of Pratinidhi
and appointed Ramchandra Bavdekar to his old post of
Amatya or Finance Minister.

Both sides were anxious to strike the first blow. But
Aurangzib's preparations were hindered by the extraordi-
nary rise of the Bhima river. For some years past he had
established his headquarters at Brahmapuri. It had been
fortified as became the residence of the emperor, and his
high officers had built themselves costly and luxurious
houses. In the monsoon of 1699 the Bhima river, which
flowed past Brahmapuri, rose to an unprecedented height
and overflowing its banks caused immense loss to the
imperial army. Between ten and twelve thousand men
perished; vast quantities of horses and cattle, tents, arms
and equipment were swept away by the raging river. In
despair the emperor wrote on scraps of paper verses from